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ing civilized Nations, and if it has taken entire cen-
turies to implant the Faith in them, though God
then assisted those who preached his word, with a
multitude of miracles,—with the gift of cures, [148]
the gift of tongues, of prophecies, and everything
that can astonish nature and make even the most
impious acknowledge the power and majesty of him
whose greatness they proclaimed,— what can be ex-
pected from these barbarous nations when it has not
pleased God to bless us with frequent miracles, and
to make the Faith more agreeable to them by the
pleasant things that it would cause Heaven to shower,
even in this life, on those who should submit to his
Laws; and when we have not here even such temporal
aids as the succor, the benefits, and the gifts which
have been employed with the Savages in the other
countries of the World to procure their conversion?
Finally, we cannot here have force at hand, and the
support of that sharp sword which serves the Church
in so holy a manner to give authority to her Decrees,
to maintain Justice, and curb the insolence of those
who trample under foot the holiness of her Mysteries.

As Faith is not natural to these peoples,—as it
seems to be in France, where it is imbibed with one’s
mother’s milk,—it is not a mere trifle to have
made a man a Christian. More contests, more pains,
and more labors are needed to retain and [149] keep
him in the Church than were required to win him to
God. Temptations show them their feebleness; their
minds are not always fervent; Heaven does not
always fix their gaze; earth has not lost all its attrac-
tions for them; it is easy for them in the course of
many years to fall back into their frailties; grace is
but transitory, while nature ever remains; in a



